J ames & Casey



oy, StOI'y

| | ello, we are James and Casey! We are grateful for your interest in us as prospective
parents.

THis is owe story.

It all began in 2011 during the trenches of our first year of law school in Florida. It was a place
and time that neither of us thought we would find a new best friend and a forever partner.
James says we first talked in the computer lab in the library, but Casey does not remember that!
We joined the same study group and our friendship blossomed from there. We spent many
evenings together that most would not consider dates, but when we look back we wouldn't
change anything... except maybe to study a little more!

We graduated from law school in
2014, and after passing the bar,
we moved to Northern Florida
together. We married in June 2017
and decided we wanted to get
started on our family. After trying
for a couple of years and not being
able to conceive, we decided to
grow our family through adoption.
In August 2021, we adopted our
beautiful daughter, Giavanna. She
was five years old when she moved

into our home and our hearts.

We have a lot of love to give and
look forward to welcoming a new

baby brother or sister into our fold!




About James 4y Casey

GG James is certainly the cook in our house. He makes

sure we get vegetables with every meal! 9%

ames is the hard-working backbone of
\J our family. However, he is not always as
serious as that statement sounds. He is a
loving Dad to Giavanna and a pug father
to our “Grumble”. He is also very funny
and compassionate. He is the “singing in
the shower” type, but he often makes up
his own lyrics because he doesn’t know
the real lyrics to just about any song!

James is also the person who, on our
second date, gave hitchhikers a ride to
St. Augustine, Florida, simply because
they needed help. Lawyers can get a
bad reputation sometimes, but James
goes against that every day by helping
abused people before the court.

Dinner Out




asey is the kind of person
tho tries to help and be
there for anyone who crosses
her path. She likes to say that
she “collects people”. By that,
she means that she is very
loyal and dependable. You
can always count on Casey.
She has genuine empathy for
others and a kind, generous
disposition. Casey is a loving
mother and wife who is
always conscientious of the
fine details.

Relaxing at home

She keeps the trains going
on time in our home. Casey
takes care of most things
involving paperwork, and
she is forever making sure
that her family is taken care
of. As a lawyer, she also
works hard for her clients;
she is committed to getting
the very best outcome that
she can achieve. She treats
her clients with respect and

shows her commitment.




Meet Glavanna

e began the adoption
Wprocess through Florida’s
Department of Children &
Families Services in November
2019. We went through the
application and education
process, and adopted Giavanna
in February 2021.

Giavanna was a little shy at
first, but soon enough, her
joyous personality emerged.
She has always loved to be
introduced to new people
and things, especially if they
have four legs! Giavanna is a
smart and energetic little girl
with a lot of love to give. She
is excited and looking forward
to having a younger brother
or sister to play with and love
on. Giavanna is artistic and
has a vivid imagination. She
loves watching movies and
playing with stuffed animals.
It is a toss-up for her whether
her favorite thing about our
house is the pool or the pugs.
Given her love for animals, we
believe that she may become a

veterinarian someday!

This past year, we have
had some adjustments
with her starting school,
but she is now excelling
and making lots of
friends. We have learned
to be patient and to

stay focused with her;
she does well with that
steadiness. Giavanna

has brought excitement
and added energy to our
lives, and we love her very
much. She was meant to
be our daughter.

Full of Joy and Laughter



Owe Family

We spend a lot of time with family. James’ family lives close by, so we get together as
often as we can. James' dad actually lives in our home. He is a definite asset in our
home and gets plenty of grandpa-time with Giavanna after school each day, before we get
home from work. We also spend time with James’ mom on Sundays - often going out to eat
after church or to the movie theater.

Casey'’s family lives in Missouri, and we usually visit them several times each year. We

take turns staying with Casey’s mom and stepdad or her stepmom when we go up there.
Giavanna has quite a few cousins her age, and they play like old friends every time. Casey’s
family also makes trips to visit us and getting to go to the beach is a good bonus for them!

Casey calls her mom almost every day, so we are never out of touch even though we live a
good distance apart.

We also adopted two pugs (Allie and Asher Lee) who created three more pugs (Beau, Brady,
and Captain) that made our own little Grumble family!



O Family Life

e are a family that loves to travel.

We try to take a trip somewhere
new at least once a year. One of our
favorite trips together was a drive from
Missouri to Washington D.C. and then
to Jacksonville, Florida. We tried to do
at least a couple of things in each state
along the way. We look forward to going
back to DC to spend more time seeing
the sights. We have also taken cruises to
other countries and intend to continue
taking trips to explore as many countries
as possible. We think that this is also the
best way to teach the kids about our
country, by seeing it first hand.

We visit Casey's family
in Missouri for Christmas
every year and try to
make it for the Fall
Festival in Casey'’s
hometown. It's a fun day
full of bingo, carnival
food, and a demolition
derby. Giavanna really
enjoys the livestock area,
where she can spend
time petting every
animal (like we said- she
loves animals!).

In the colder months, we like going to
see movies at the theater. Casey also
loves to read, and enjoys being a part
of a book club. James also likes to read
but prefers non-fiction. During the warm
months, you'll most likely find us outside
in the pool. Even our pugs join us for
afternoon swims! We also try to get to
the gym a couple of times a week.

We both enjoy sports, especially
baseball and football. James likes the
Atlanta Braves and New Orleans Saints,
while Casey roots for the St. Louis
Cardinals and Kansas City Chiefs. But
the one team we can agree on is the
Alabama Crimson Tide. Roll Tide Roll!

Giavanna's favorite place to be
I

Trip to Apalachicola, Florida
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Florida Adoptions
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stephanie@fladoptions.com



